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CALL FOR ABSTRACT 

21ST WORLD CONGRESS RI-Quebec City 2008 

25-28 August 

Quebec City Convention Center  

 
 
 

1. A unique opportunity for all stakeholders to work together  for r ights and 
inclusion 

 
Everyone is invited to make a difference by proposing a presentation under the overall World 
Congress vision “Disability Rights and Social Participation: Ensuring a Society for all.” The United 
Nation (UN) Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is the key reference used in 
developing the themes for discussions. The program will be organized according to the three blocks 
and specific themes below, and it is important that the proposals address these specific themes. This 
will help participants, through their presentations and discussions, illustrate in a meaningful way the 
various achievements, projects, alliances and strategies with respect to the implementation of this new 
crucial international instrument. We are expecting your partnership and contribution for building a 
worldwide coherent and urgent social change for an inclusive society ensuring human rights for all. 
 
 
 

BLOCKS THEMES 

A1. Human rights principles and concepts: dignity, 
autonomy/self-determination, non-discrimination, 
inclusion, respect for differences and equality, formal 
recognition and applications. 

A2.  Access to justice: equality before the law, legal 
capacity, liberty and security, protection from 
degrading treatment, violence and exploitation, 
freedom of expression and opinion. 

A3.  Ethical issues. 

A4.  Equality between men and women, disability and 
multiple discrimination. 

 

Block A : Key Human 
Rights 

A5.  Universal accessibility: inclusive approach, the built 
environment, adaptation, transportation, information 
and communications, technologies, methods for 
accommodation. 
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BLOCKS THEMES 

B1.  Independent living in the community, access to 
housing, home support, family support. 

B2.  Access to education (primary, secondary, post 
secondary and professional). 

B3.  Access to health care (prevention, curative care, 
alternative therapies). 

B4.  Access to habilitation and rehabilitation services 
(including personal assistive devices) for all ages and 
types of impairments. 

B5.  Access to work and active life. 

B6. Economic conditions, fight against poverty, access to 
disability related services and compensatory supports. 

B7.  Participation in political and public life. 

 

Block B : Independent 
L iving and Social 
Participation 

B8.  Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and 
sports. 

C1.  Respect for rights and situations of risk: armed 
conflicts, natural disasters, catastrophes, humanitarian 
and solidarity interventions, role of the State and civil 
society. 

C2. Implementation and monitoring mechanisms for the 
exercise of human rights of persons with disabilities 
and their families: methods, tools, information 
systems, statistics, national and international good 
practices. 

C3. Rights and classifications in the field of disability. 

C4.  Social awareness, fight against prejudice and 
stereotypes, promotion of human rights. 

Block C : 
Implementation of the 
UN Convention 

C5. Research, knowledge development, knowledge 
transfer and participative approaches on exercising 
rights, social participation and their determinants in 
the field of disability.   
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2. General Information 
 
2.1 Dates 

The call for proposals begins on May 1st 2007 and ends on October 31st 2007. Preliminary responses of 
proposal regarding acceptance will be sent out between October and December 2007. An official 
acceptance letter will be sent and can be used to help secure funding for Congress participation if 
necessary. Presenters must register for the Congress before a final acceptance can be sent to them.  
 
 
2.2 Who Can Submit a Proposal? 

All people interested in individual or collective advocacy for persons with disabilities or those close to 
them can submit a proposal: persons with disabilities, family members or friends, researchers, experts, 
professionals, members of associations, government representatives, stakeholders in the field of 
rehabilitation and others.  
 
 

3. Types of Proposal 
 
There are three possible types of submissions: 
¥ Scientific presentations 
¥ Projects 
¥ Personal testimonies 
 
Possible formats for these proposals are described below. 
 
3.1 Scientific Presentations  

Scientific presentations will bring forward research outcomes according to identified themes. They can 
take the form of oral presentations, sessions or posters.  
 
3.1.1 Oral Presentations 
Oral presentations will be categorized by theme, with four to six speakers per theme. The speakers will 
have 15 minutes for their presentation, followed by a 5-minute question period. The audiovisual 
equipment will be on site and everything will be set up beforehand to ensure that the presentations run 
smoothly. Oral presentations give speakers the opportunity to present research results. The discussion 
period following the presentation is relatively short and serves mainly to provide clarification. Speakers 
are invited to make a summary of their presentation available and, if desired, their contact information.  
 
3.1.2 Sessions 
Sessions bring together a number of speakers addressing a particular theme. The length of the session 
will be adjusted based on the subject matter chosen and will include audience participation. The 
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schedule can accommodate sessions lasting 1 to 2 hours in total, depending on the number of presenters 
(three, four or five in addition to the facilitator). Each speaker will have approximately 10 minutes to 
present one facet of the issue. A facilitator will raise points for discussion pertaining to the presented 
topics and will seek audience participation. The session organizers are in charge of choosing the 
facilitator. Each proposal submitted as part of a session will be evaluated individually based on the 
same criteria and using the same methods as the oral presentations. A summary of the entire session 
must also be submitted and will be evaluated. The session format is intended to encourage discussions 
and exchanges. In particular, it also provides an opportunity to discuss recent projects, innovations and 
subjects of debate. If desired, sessions can take the form of a round table, without any audiovisual 
devices. The summary must specify the type of session desired.  
 
3.1.3 Posters 
Poster sessions are also organized by theme. Presenters must remain by their posters at specific times 
throughout the Congress in order to answer questions from delegates.  
 

3.2 Projects  

This type of presentation addresses achievements relevant to the themes of the Congress. They may 
include the implementation of certain services, a story of partnership or advocating the exercise of 
rights, policy implementation or others. They can take the form of oral presentations, sessions or 
posters.  
 
3.2.1 Oral Presentations 
Oral presentations will be categorized by theme, with four to six speakers per theme. The speakers will 
have 15 minutes for their presentation, followed by a 5-minute question period. The audiovisual 
equipment will be on site and everything will be set up beforehand to ensure that the presentations run 
smoothly. Oral presentations give speakers the opportunity to present projects that have been 
implemented. The discussion period following the presentation is relatively short and serves mainly to 
provide clarification. Speakers are invited to make a summary of their presentation available and, if 
desired, their contact information. 
 
3.2.2 Sessions 
Sessions bring together a number of speakers addressing a particular theme. Session length will be 
adjusted based on the subject matter chosen and will include audience participation. The schedule can 
accommodate sessions lasting 1 to 2 hours in total, depending on the number of presenters (three, four 
or five in addition to the facilitator). Each speaker will have approximately 10 minutes to present one 
facet of the issue. A facilitator will raise points for discussion pertaining to the presented topics and 
seek audience participation. The session organizers are in charge of choosing the facilitator. Each 
proposal submitted as part of a session will be evaluated individually based on the same criteria and 
using the same methods as for the oral presentations. A summary of the entire session must also be 
submitted and will be evaluated. The session format is intended to encourage discussions and 
exchanges. In particular, it also provides an opportunity to discuss recent projects, innovations and 
subjects of debate. If desired, sessions can take the form of a round table, without any audiovisual 
devices. The summary must specify the type of session desired.  
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3.2.3 Posters 
Poster sessions are also organized by theme. Presenters must remain by their posters at specific times 
throughout the Congress in order to answer questions from delegates.  
 
3.2 Personal Testimonies  

This type of presentation addresses personal accounts of situations experienced by persons with 
disabilities or their family and friends that are relevant to the themes of the Congress. They may 
include a story of partnership or advocating the exercise of rights, social inclusion process story, 
specific strategy of rights implementation and other. They can take the form of oral presentations, 
sessions or posters.  
 
3.2.1 Oral Presentations 
Oral presentations will be categorized by theme, with four to six speakers per theme. The speakers will 
have 15 minutes for their presentation, followed by a 5-minute question period. The audiovisual 
equipment will be on site and everything will be set up beforehand to ensure that the presentations run 
smoothly. Oral presentations give speakers the opportunity to share personal accounts. The discussion 
period following the presentation is relatively short and serves mainly to provide clarification. Speakers 
are invited to make a summary of their presentation available and, if desired, their contact information. 
 
3.2.2 Sessions 
Sessions bring together a number of speakers addressing a particular theme. Session length will be 
adjusted based on the subject matter chosen and will include audience participation. The schedule can 
accommodate sessions lasting 1 to 2 hours in total, depending on the number of presenters (three, four 
or five in addition to the facilitator). Each speaker will have approximately 10 minutes to present one 
facet of the issue. A facilitator will raise points for discussion pertaining to the presented topics and 
seek audience participation. The session organizers are in charge of choosing the facilitator. Each 
proposal submitted as part of a session will be evaluated individually based on the same criteria and 
using the same methods as for the oral presentations. A summary of the entire session must also be 
submitted and will be evaluated. The session format is intended to encourage discussions and 
exchanges. In particular, it also provides an opportunity to discuss recent projects, innovations and 
subjects of debate. If desired, sessions can take the form of a round table, without any audiovisual 
devices. The summary must specify the type of session desired.  
 
3.2.3 Posters 
Poster sessions are also organized by theme. Presenters must be by their posters at specific times 
throughout the Congress in order to answer questions from delegates.  
 
 

4. Evaluation of Proposals 
The Program Committee will encourage proposals that reflect diverse viewpoints with respect to 
ethnicity, culture, language, gender and age. The Program Committee welcomes proposals about any 
type of disability (motor, organic, neurological, cognitive, intellectual, visual, auditory, speech and 
language, learning disability, mental health and chronic disease).  
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Unpublished summaries presenting innovative ideas and new points of view are preferred. Summaries 
must be written in plain language, thereby avoiding expressions or highly technical terms.  
To simplify the evaluation of the proposals, the Program Committee recommends using the following 
presentation models.  
Scientific presentations may include: 1) issue; 2) theoretical framework; 3) objectives; 4) methods; 
5) outcomes; 6) discussion, conclusions and implications. 
Implemented projects may include the following elements: 1) description of topic; 2) target groups and 
partners who are affected or involved; 3) area where the project was implemented; 4) approach used; 
5) measurable outcomes, implications and points of view.  
Personal testimonies may include the following elements: 1) advocacy-related experience; 2) objectives 
or intentions; 3) area where situation occurred; 4) strategies used; 5) measurable outcomes, 
implications and points of view. 
 
4.1 Assessment cr iter ia for scientific presentations are: 

¥ Topic 
- Innovative elements, originality 
- Potential international reach  
- Relevance to Congress themes 

¥ Text clarity 
¥ Content quality and comprehensiveness  

- Objectives 
- Theoretical framework  
- Methods, techniques or information-gathering methods; data or information sources, analysis 
- Outcomes, conclusions 

¥ Accessibility and relevance of the requested presentation format 
¥ Absence of a financial interest in or affiliation with an organization or institution whose products 

are discussed during the Congress  
¥ Impact on or potential contribution to scientific expertise 

 
4.2 Assessment cr iter ia for projects are: 

¥ Topic 
- Innovative elements, originality 
- Potential international reach  
- Relevance to Congress themes 

¥ Text clarity 
¥ Content quality and comprehensiveness  

- Purposes 
- Perspectives  
- Procedures, steps 
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- Outcomes, conclusions or points of view 
¥ Accessibility and relevance of the requested presentation format 
¥ Absence of a financial interest in or affiliation with an organization or institution whose 

products are discussed during the Congress  
¥ Impact on or potential contribution to rights or to the subject being on the political agenda 
 
4.3 Assessment cr iter ia for personal testimonies are: 

¥ Topic 
- Innovative elements, originality 
- Potential international reach  
- Relevance to Congress themes 

¥ Text clarity 
¥ Content quality and comprehensiveness  

- Purposes 
- Perspectives  
- Procedures, steps 
- Outcomes, conclusions or points of view 

¥ Accessibility and relevance of the requested presentation format 
¥ Absence of a financial interest in or affiliation with an organization or institution whose 

products are discussed during the Congress  
¥ Impact on or potential contribution to rights or to the subject being on the political agenda 
 
 

5. Submissions 
Proposals should preferably be submitted electronically, using the appropriate form. Those unable to 
use a computer can complete a paper copy of the proposal and submit it by mail or fax.  
The following nine windows must be completed in the form: 
1- Name(s) of author(s), presenter(s) and their affiliation(s) 
2- Four-line biography of main author(s) 
3- Which theme(s) the proposal addresses   
4- Title of presentation 
5- The desired format of the presentation (sessions can include up to five presentations) 
6- Language used for the presentation (please indicate a first and second language preference: 

French, English or Spanish) 
7- Summary 
8- Audiovisual equipment required 
9- Special needs 
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In using the electronic form, the layout as well as the characters and length of the title and the summary 
are automatically standardized to ensure fairness.  
 
5.1 Proposal Format 

¥ Presentation titles must be descriptive enough to make it easy for Congress delegates to choose 
presentations. Title length must not exceed 100 characters, including spaces.  

¥ The name(s) and affiliation(s) of the author(s) must be specified. For each abstract, the maximum 
number of authors is four. 

¥ Proposals must not exceed 250 words.  
¥ Submissions will be accepted in three languages: English, French and Spanish. Please note that 

only the main conferences will provide simultaneous translation, this service will not be 
available for oral presentations, sessions or posters.  

¥ Please contact the program coordinator for more information, if needed.  
 
5.2 Equipment  

 
Audiovisual equipment requirements 
¥ All rooms have electronic presentation equipment. 
¥ Specify any additional audiovisual equipment needed, if applicable.  
 
Poster format 
¥ The size of the posters is 4 feet (1.20 meters) large by 4 to 5 feet (1.20 to 1.50 meters) high.  
 
Special needs 
¥ The presenter(s) must specify particular needs for the presentation in the space provided. Congress 

organizers may contact the author(s) about this matter, if necessary.  
 
 


